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We have prepared a report on the relative property tax burden for schools, city

obligations, and special districts for the following eleven school districts:

District County
Oakland Unified Alameda
Hayward Unified Alameda
Berkeley Unified Alameda

San Francisco Unified San Francisco
Sacramento Unified Sacramento
San Juan Sacramento
Garden Grove Unified Orange

Santa Ana Unified Orange

San Bernardino Unified San Bernardino
Palo Alto Unified Santa Clara
San Jose Unified Santa Clara

Our report was based on inquiry of county departments, school districts, and other related
sources. Since tax bill assessments are sometimes based on market value specific service
costs and parcel charges, there is no general example of a tax bill. Accordingly, we tried
to approximate a typical tax bill for a home valued at $200,000, making allowance for
possible variances due to the mix in the assessment method.

The amounts shown may be used as a reasonable approximation of the homeowner tax

burdens but should not be relied on as exact amounts.

Prepared by: Kimberly Shunk Issued by: Roland E. Smith
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PROPERTY TAX BURDEN BY JURISDICTION FY 1998 —1999

TABLE | - DOLLARS
$200,000 single-family dwelling

August 6, 1999

School City Debt Special Countywide
Support & Services District Debt 1% Total §
139 638 70 2,000 2,847
139 1,468 70 2,000 3,677
28 0 52 2,000 2,080
896 150 70 2,000 2,616
20 150 70 2,000 3,116
290 33 2,000 2,343
1 357 23 2,000 2,381
1 1,405 23 2,000 3,429
1 110 23 2,000 2,134
0 0 68 2,000 2,068
0 0 18 2,000 2,018
3 6 214 2,000 2,223
158 70 92 2,000 2,320
40 350 92 2,000 2,482
TABLE Il - PERCETAGE OF ASSESSED VALUE
$200,000 single-family dwelling
Schoo City Debt Special Countywide
| Support & Services District Debt 1% Total $
0.0695 0.319 0.035 1 1.4235
0.0695 1 0.035 1 1.8385
0.014 0 0.026 1 1.04
0.198 0.075 0.035 1 1.308
0.448 0.075 0.035 1 1.558
0.01 0.075 0.0165 1 1.1715
0.0005 0.1785 0.0115 1 1.1905
0.0005 0.7025 0.0115 1 1.7145
0.0005 0.055 0.0115 1 1.067
0 0 0.034 1 1.034
0 0 0.009 1 1.009
0.0015 0.003 0.107 1 1.1115
0.079 0.035 0.045 1 1.159
0.02 0.175 0.045 1 1.24
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August 6, 1999
SPECIFIC NOTES on PROPERTY TAX BURDEN BY JURISDICTION:

Note 11.

Residents of the City of San Jose tend to have fairly large special assessments for sewers
and these charges appear to be variable. There also appears to be a $25 (fixed-rate)
parcel tax to support libraries as well as County parcel charges for (fixed rate) vector
control and (slightly variable rate) flood control. From a review of tax bills, it also
appears as if the .00220 rate for the Santa Clara Valley Water District bond applies to
properties in San Jose (even though the County Auditor’s Office was under the
impression that only west county residents were billed for this.)

The largest school district on the City of San Jose is San Jose Unified School District.
However, the Santa Clara County Auditor’s Office noted that there are some
unincorporated areas within the City of San Jose, as well as several elementary schools
that have chosen to remain independent of the San Jose Unified District. These
elementary schools are then identified with a High School Union District, and schools
within these independent districts are allowed to float their own GO bonds.

The City of San Jose has a large number of GO bonds for its “independent”
elementary schools. Frequently, these elementary schools will have an
outstanding GO bond along with a debt repayment to the State of California. For
example, Alum Rock Elementary School has a GO bond of .05650 and a
repayment to the State of .03360.

Generally, elementary school boundaries do not overlap, so no one taxpayer is
taking on the debt for multiple elementary schools. However, boundaries for
elementary schools and high schools do overlap. For example, the Berryessa and
Evergreen elementary schools have boundaries which overlap with East Side
High School and all of these schools have outstanding GO bonds. Therefore,
instead of paying the San Jose Unified School District GO bond rate of .01990, a
resident in the East Side Union High School District in the Berryessa Elementary
School Area will pay a total ad valorem of .0882 for school bonds based on the
following:

.00980 for Berryessa Elementary GO bond

.06290 for Berryessa Elementary’s repayment to the State

.01550 for East Side High School GO bond

Therefore, because of the wide variability of these rates, coupled with the need for
an extensive knowledge of school district boundaries in order to determine
overlap, San Jose independent school districts have not been considered in Tables
lorll.
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