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July 31, 2020  
 

Asha Reed, Interim City Clerk  
1 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza 2nd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE: FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF “PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CITY CHARTER SECTION 217 TO 
REMOVE THE $1,000 LIMIT ON FINES” MEASURE 
 
Dear Interim City Clerk Reed: 
 
I am pleased to submit an impartial analysis of the “Proposed Amendment to City Charter 
Section 217 to Remove the $1,000 Limit on Fines” measure, which would amend Section 217 to 
delete the $1,000 limit in the Charter and, instead, require that the City Council establish a fine 
limit by ordinance adopted after a public hearing. 
 
The Office of the City Auditor prepared this analysis in accordance with Municipal Code Section 
3.08.210, which requires the Office to prepare an impartial financial analysis of each measure 
qualifying for ballot placement. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Mike Edmonds, Assistant City Auditor, at  
925-487-6332. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
COURTNEY A. RUBY, CPA, CFE 
City Auditor 
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Proposed Amendment to City Charter Section 217 to Remove the $1,000 Limit on Fines 
 
Summary 
 
Currently, the Oakland City Charter, Article II, Section 217, Penalty for Violation Ordinances, 
places a $1,000 cap on fines the City may impose for violations of ordinances of the Oakland 
Municipal Code.  
 
This Measure, if adopted by more than 50 percent of the votes cast, would amend Section 217 
of the City Charter to delete the $1,000 limit on fines and authorizes the Oakland City Council to 
establish a new fine limit by ordinance adopted after a public hearing.  
 
The fine structure for the City of Oakland has been fixed at a limit of $1,000 since 1968. Due to 
regular economic changes in inflation, value and cost, keeping a dollar fine limit in the City 
Charter may hinder the City's ability to effectively enforce blighted, substandard, and public 
nuisance conditions. The current limit has been deemed insufficient in certain circumstances to 
effectively enforce non-compliance, which in turn, negatively impacts the beautification of the 
community. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
This Measure, if approved, merely removes the $1,000 current cap on fines the City may 
impose for violations of ordinances in the Oakland Municipal Code. The Oakland City Council 
may approve any new fine limits by ordinance after a public hearing. Thus, we are unable to 
quantify the fiscal impact of this since the Measure, by itself, does not establish new limits on 
fines. It is reasonable to assume, however, that the City’s fine revenue may be impacted if City 
Council adopts new limits by ordinance. It is important to note that the impetus for removing 
the $1,000 limit is not to increase fine revenue, but to strengthen the City’s enforcement tools 
to obtain corrective action on code violations in a meaningful way that addresses and deters 
the underlying behavior. 
 
References to information in our independent analysis represents the best information at the 
time of this analysis.    
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